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SOME SMALL MEDIEVAL HOARDS FROM SCOTLAND
N.M.MCQ. HOLMES
The years 2009 and 2010 have seen the recovery of a number of very small and individually 
rather insignifi cant hoards from Scottish soil, but they are recorded here in order to place 
their existence in the public domain and to ensure that they take their place in the overall 
picture.
Cruggleton Farm, Garlieston, Wigtownshire (2009) 
A hoard of twenty-fi ve English pennies of Edward I was discovered by Mr John Senior with 
the aid of a metal-detector. They have been claimed as Treasure Trove and allocated to Stranraer 
Museum.
A terminus post quem of  c.1306 for the concealment of  the coins is provided by the latest 
of  them, which belong to type 10cf2. Although this may be somewhat inconclusive in the 
case of  such a small hoard, it is notable that almost half  of  the coins (eleven) are of  types 
10ab or 10cf1–2, issued between 1300 and c.1307, and that the later issues of  10cf  which are 
unrepresented are just as common overall as the earlier ones. 
LIST OF COINS
Wt (g)
Canterbury
1 3g3; S3, stops? 1.16
 2 4d 1.33
3 10ab3a; top-tilted S 1.35
 4 10cf1 1.29
5 10cf2a; A2, E?, h2, N1 1.32
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Wt (g)
Durham
6 3g2; S3, stops 1; slightly chipped 1.27
London
7 3b; bifoliate crown 1.24
8 3c; h1, S1, R1 / S2; face 2a 1.26
 9 4a1 1.24
10 4b 1.33
11 4b; broken hair 1.16
12 4c 1.34
13 4d 1.30
14 4e 1.29
15 8c; large face; unbarred Ns on rev. 1.29
16 8c; small face; chipped 1.28
17 9a2; straight letters; star on breast 1.34
18 10ab5; earlier R 1.33
19 10ab5 (late) 1.36
20 10ab5 (late); late R 1.34
21 10ab5 (late); late crown and lettering 1.28
22  10ab6?; + [ ]R0IIgLDIIShYB; IIg punched over other letters; serpentine S on rev.; much 
poor striking 1.31
23 10cf1; serpentine S; angular G 1.37
24 10cf1; serpentine S; broken 1.23
25 10cf2(a or b); obv. poorly struck 1.32
Belladrum, Kiltarlity, Beauly, Inverness-shire (2009) 
Eight Scottish coins of  David II and Robert II were found by Mr Eric Soane with the aid of  
a metal-detector. They have been claimed as Treasure Trove and have been allocated to 
Inverness Museum.
In the absence of any published classifi cation of the coins of Robert II, the terminus post 
quem for concealment can only be said to be 1371, the year of Robert’s accession to the throne. 
Hoards closing with coins of Robert II usually also contain issues of David II but no earlier 
or non-Scottish issues,1 so this small group conforms to the general pattern.
LIST OF COINS
Wt (g)
David II
1  penny, fi rst coinage, group II, same dies as Burns 8 (not ill.), same obv. die as Burns 9, 
Fig. 234. 0.93
2 groat / fragment, second coinage, type C or D 1.85
Robert II
3 groat, Edinburgh 4.05
4 another 3.78
5 another; same obv. die as Burns 3 (not ill.) 3.74
6 groat, Perth; same dies as Richardson 7 3.89
7 another 3.75
8 penny, Edinburgh; badly chipped 0.82
Roberton, Hawick, Roxburghshire (2010) 
Three separate little ‘purse’ hoards were recovered within a small geographical area by Mr 
Raymond Barr, using a metal-detector. All have been claimed as Treasure Trove and have been 
allocated to the National Museum of Scotland (registration nos. K.2011.44–45, 46–49 and 50–52 
respectively).
1 Holmes 2004, 251.
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Hoard 1 
This comprised two Edinburgh groats of David II’s third (light) coinage of 1367–71, the fi rst 
weighing 3.79 g, and the second (chipped, broken and stuck together) 3.55 g.
Hoard 2 
This contained four groats of Robert II, two of Edinburgh (3.69g, 3.65g) and two of Perth 
(3.66g, 3.65 g). 
Numismatically, all these six coins could have been part of a single hoard, but the fi nder has 
stated that the two groups were separate and discrete deposits.
Hoard 3 
This comprised three later fi fteenth-century copper ‘Crux Pellit’ coins, corroded and fused 
together. One can be identifi ed as belonging to type IR,2 but the others are completely 
unidentifi able.
Although ‘Crux Pellit’ coins are frequent as single fi nds, hoards have so far been notable by 
their absence, with the obvious exception of the problematic assemblage from Crossraguel 
Abbey.3 
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